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Statement by A٠P٠L٠U President Peter McPherson on  
Draft K-12 Common Core State Standards  

Proposed by Governors and State School Leaders 
 
WASHINGTON (March 10, 2010)—The National Governors Association Center for 
Best Practices (NGA Center) and the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) 
today released the first public draft of the K-12 standards as part of the Common Core 
State Standards Initiative.  Association of Public and Land-grant Universities (A٠P٠L٠U) 
President Peter McPherson offered the following statement regarding these standards: 
 
“This initiative is extremely important to ensure students are prepared for college.  The 
plan is to have students who master English and mathematics to have the skills and 
knowledge necessary for college classes when they graduate from high school.  Standards 
will help students avoid remedial classes and be better positioned for success as they 
begin their college careers. 
 
“Having better prepared students could help decrease time to degree, raise graduation 
rates and help ensure student success. 
 
“The NGA and CCSSO deserve credit for their leadership on this effort.” 
 
Peter McPherson 
President, Association of Public and Land-grant Universities 
 
 
ABOUT THE ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC AND LAND-GRANT UNIVERSITIES 
Founded in 1887, the Association of Public and Land-grant Universities (A٠P٠L٠U) is 
an association of public research universities, land-grant institutions, and many state 
public university systems. A٠P٠L٠U member campuses enroll more than 3.5 million 
undergraduate and 1.1 million graduate students, employ more than 645,000 faculty 
members, and conduct nearly two-thirds of all academic research, totaling more than $34 
billion annually. As the nation’s oldest higher education association, A٠P٠L٠U is 
dedicated to excellence in learning, discovery and engagement. For more information, 
visit www.aplu.org  (Formerly known as NASULGC). 


